
LMC Chili Cookoff Winners
We hosted our 4  Chili cookoff on
November 8 .  This year, we expanded
the cookoff to have categories for both
Chili and Chowder.  Our winners this
year were David Samuels for his
smoked pulled pork chili and Amber
Casley for her potato corn chowder!  
Congrats!
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We were very excited to give away our first bicycle last
week to Sophia!  She was very happy and excited to
receive a bike complete with a lock and a helmet.

We have five more bicycles that are ready to go!  While
it’s not the greatest time of year for bikes, the kids are
still very excited about them!  Many thanks to Lisa
Machold, Mark Dedert, and Isaac Gosteli for their work!

Bicycle Ministry is Rolling Forward!

Bishop Busboom Visits LMC!
Bishop Greg Busboom visited us on
November 2 .  In addition to preaching
at worship, Bishop Greg joined about
20 disciples for lunch at Spout’s Inn.
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Dear friends,
As we enter this holy season, I’ve been reflecting on how often
Scripture encourages us with a simple but powerful phrase: 
Do not be afraid. When Jesus was born “in the time of Herod,” 
the world was filled with uncertainty, injustice, and deep 
anxiety. Yet into that fearful world, God sent angels to Mary, 
Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi—messengers who didn’t 
deny the reality of fear, but invited God’s people to move
through it with courage and hope.

Our world today is no stranger to fear. We carry worries for our families, 
our communities, and the future. Fear can divide us or paralyze us if we let
it. But it can also become a moment of holy clarity—a chance to turn our hearts 
toward God and to one another.

This season, I invite us to name our fears honestly, while insisting that fear does not get the
final word. God still draws near. God still whispers, “Do not be afraid.” Hope that trembles
is still hope, and God’s good news is still stronger than any fear we carry.

May Christ’s light steady your heart and strengthen your courage in the days ahead.
In grace,

A NOTE FROM PASTOR BRETT
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A NOTE FROM MARK DEDERT, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

My cousin came across this story and shared it with me.  I thought it was worth
passing along to you.

I was at Kohl’s today when I heard a loud crash. Curious, I walked over and saw an
older woman on the floor, embarrassed, trying to pick up items she had accidentally
knocked off a shelf. People were just staring, so I knelt beside her and helped.
             A moment later, the manager came, knelt too, and gently said, “Leave it,
               we’ll clean it up.” The woman insisted, “I need to pay for this,” but the 
                      manager smiled and said, “No ma’am, we have insurance. You don’t 
                            owe anything.” 
                    
                              Now imagine God doing the same for you. Picture the broken pieces 
                                 of your mistakes or your hurting heart scattered everywhere, and 
                                  you’re trying to fix it all yourself. Then God kneels beside you and 
                                  says, “Leave it—I’ll clean this up.” That’s grace. It’s free. Just ask 
                                  Him to forgive, help, and heal you. He’s faithful.

                                    Peace,
                                    Mark



  DOT FOODS DONATION

CARLINVILLE YOUTH RETREAT 

The LMC Food Pantry was blessed to receive a
$5,000 food donation from Dot Foods!  Members
of the Dot team delivered and stocked our pantry
alongside our volunteers.  Many thanks to the Dot
Team for this generous donation!!
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HAPPENINGSHOLYHOLY
$5,000 of Food Recieved!Synod Youth “Abide” in Carlinville

Youth from LMC were once again excited to attend the
Synod Youth Retreat at Lake Williamson (commonly
referred to simply as “Carlinville”).  The theme this year
was “Abide with Me,” the message being that what God
wants from us more than anything is us to be in
relationship with God.  In addition, you can tell they had
a TON of fun in fellowship together!
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Luke begins Jesus’ story with a simple line: “In the time of Herod…”—a reminder that Christ
was born into a world full of fear, oppression, and uncertainty, much like our own. Yet in the
midst of that darkness, angels kept whispering the same message: “Do not fear.” Mary,
Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi all felt afraid, but they moved forward anyway—asking
questions, choosing courage, and trusting God’s good news.

We, too, live with fear. It can divide us, freeze us, or be used to harm. But what if we learned
to face our fears without obeying them? What if naming them helped us see where God is at
work and how love can still break through?

As we walk through this season, may our hope be steady and resilient. Hope that trembles is
still hope. And even in fearful times, God’s good news is stronger than fear.



December 2 Sharon, Stephanie, Lorraine, Tanna, Lisa

December 9 Kathy, Sharon, Tanna, Stephanie, Volunteer Needed

December 16 Lisa, Mary Jane, Stephanie, Sharon, Cheryl

December 23 Closed

December 30 Lorraine, Kathy, Sharon, 2 Volunteers Needed
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foodpantryfoodpantry
Help serve your neighbor as Jesus serves you.
Volunteers are always needed on Tuesday, 9 - 11 am.  If you
would like to volunteer at the food pantry, call Stephanie at
(217) 316-0758.

Next Midwest Food Bank Delivery:  Monday, November 17 (8:45 a.m.) 
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As of 
Oct. 31, 2025

YTD Actual YTD Budget
Over/Under YTD

+/-
Annual Budget

Contributions $92,882.47 $94,170.00 -$1,287.53 $113,000.00

Loose Offering $919.05 $1,670.00 -$750.95 $2,000.00

Total $93,801.52 $95,840.00 -$2,038.48 $115,000.00

FINANCIALFILINGS

Items Needed:
Canned Pasta
Spices
Dry Pasta
Canned Fruit
Soap
Shampoo
Disk Soap
Monetary Donations

The Funds from our last two Quarter Trees will be used to purchase gifts for the Chaddock Santa Express!  
Thank you for your generosity and helping our youngest disciples learn the imporance of giving to God!

November opened with our biggest turnout yet—53 households on Nov. 4. We also received generous
donations from DOT Foods and Kohl’s Wholesale. Thank you to all who helped unload and organize.
As the holidays near, demand may rise. We welcome donations of canned goods, boxed meals, and personal
items like soap and shampoo. For specific needs, please check with Sharon Kendall.



You can ALWAYS stay up to date by
checking the Church Calendar ONLINE at
http://www.lmcquincy.org/calendar

Dec. 1 Worship Arts Ministry Team 7:00 p.m.

Dec. 2 Executive Committee Meeting (Zoom) 7:00 p.m.

Dec. 3
Confirmation Class

Mid-Week Advent Worship at CLC
4:00-5:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Dec. 4
Bible Study at Calftown Coffeehouse

Table Talks at Ratskeller
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Dec. 7 Youth Lunch & Shopping for Chaddock 12:00 p.m.

Dec. 9 LMC Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Dec. 10
Confirmation Class

Mid-Week Advent Worship at CLC
4:00-5:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Dec. 11
Bible Study at Calftown Coffeehouse

Youth Ministry Team Meeting
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Dec 13 Restless Worship 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 14 LMC Task Force Meeting 11:30 a.m.

Dec. 15
Midwest Food Bank Delivery Truck

Quincy Mobile Library in Parking Lot
8:45 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

Dec. 17
Caroling at Bickford

Mid-Week Advent Worship at CLC
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Dec. 18
Bible Study at Calftown Coffeehouse

Table Talks at Ratskeller
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Dec. 21 Muddy River Opera Company: Messiah 5:30 p.m.

Dec. 22 Beer & Carols at Quincy Brewing 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Worship w/ Holy Communion

Christmas Eve Vigil
7:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m.

Jan. 1 New Years Day - No Events All Day

Dec. 25 thru
Jan. 3

Pastor Brett on Vacation All Day
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Church
Calendar

Recovery Group 
Every Sunday at 6 p.m.
Every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Every Friday at 6 p.m.

Kaleidescope
Women's Support Group  
Kala Breder, Facilitator
2nd Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m.

Toastmasters 
1st, 3rd & 5th Wednesdays
12-1:00 p.m.
Great Room

AA Support Group
Fellowship Hall (Basement)
Mon.-Sat. 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Wed. at 7:30 p.m.
Thurs. at 6:00 p.m.
Fri. at 7:00 p.m.
Sat. at 8:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Sun. at 11:00 am - 12:00 p.m.

Food Pantry Schedule
Every Monday - Stock Day
8:00 am

Every Tuesday - Open
9:00 - 11:00 am

EVERY SUNDAY
09:30 a.m. - Worship Service of 
                    Word & Sacrament

10:30 a.m. -  Fellowship in the 
                    Great Room
       

10:30 a.m. -  Faith Formation
                    (Various Rooms) 

SECOND SATURDAYS
6:30 p.m. - Restless Worship               
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13 Charlie & Kala Breder

5 Kelly Buettner

7 Kari Gosteli

8 Jim Hamby

15 Dorothy Spratt

15 Pr. Brett Gosteli

21 Nathan Oliver

23 Jennifer Bock-Nelson
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Luther Memorial Church 
1210 Jersey Street

Quincy, IL 62301-4210

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We are a community growing 
together in Christ Jesus, embracing
all with Gods' love, and sharing our

faith through words and acts of
compassion.  

GROW. EMBRACE. SHARE.
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